
SECTION V:  AWARDS
501
GRANTING OF LETTERS
Each high school in the CIF Los Angeles City Section has the power under the constitution of its student body to determine to what teams, and which individuals on those teams, letters shall be given. Letters may be awarded only for the approved sports listed in IAC Rule 503.

502
LETTERS AWARDED
502-1
Letters may be awarded at any time after the completion of the season.

502-2
Any members of a graduating class of a senior high school may be awarded an athletic letter and allowed the privilege of wearing it as soon as the letter has been earned, provided that the student is in good standing and has met all other requirements.

503
REQUIREMENTS FOR LETTERS
The following requirements, unless otherwise provided for in the student body constitution, will govern the awarding of letters:

503-1
Football, basketball, lacrosse and water polo:  A student must participate 50 per cent of the quarters in league games. Playing in one or more plays of any quarter shall constitute a full quarter.  Soccer:  A student must participate in 50 per cent of the halves in league games.  Volleyball:  A student must participate in 50 percent of the league matches.

503-2
Track, gymnastics, and wrestling:  A student must place or average one point per league dual meet or place in a league meet or the All-City meet.  For girls' gymnastics: 50 percent of meets (league).

Swimming:  A student must place or average two points per league dual meet or place in a league meet or the All-City meet.

503-3
Baseball and softball:  A student must participate in 50 per cent of the total innings of league games.

Exceptions:  Pitchers and catchers must participate in at least nine innings of league play.

503-4
Badminton, tennis and golf:  A student must participate in 50 per cent of the league matches.

503-5
Cross country dual meets:  In dual meets, a student must score an average of one point per dual meet based upon the following system:

5 points for beating opposing team's first finisher

4 points for beating opposing team's second finisher

3 points for beating opposing team's third finisher

2 points for beating opposing team's fourth finisher

1 point for beating opposing team's fifth finisher

or in the League Finals, a student must place in the top 25 finishers, or in the City Finals, must place in the top 50 finishers.

A minimum of five letters will be awarded to each team.  A student who places among the first five in the League cross country meet and among the first ten in the All-City cross country meet shall be eligible for a letter.

504
DEFINITION OF A LETTERPERSON
A letterperson is construed to mean any student who has participated sufficiently or won enough points to have earned an athletic letter according to the requirements of the school, whether or not the student actually received the letter.

505
EQUAL STATUS OF SPORTS
For the purpose of awarding letters, all sports are equal status.  Distinction is made only with regards to classification as reflected by sizes of letters awarded.

506
LETTERS, EMBLEMS, AND STARS

506-1
Full block letters will be awarded for all inter-school athletics of the following sizes:

a.
Class A teams not to exceed eight inches.

b.
JV teams not to exceed six inches.

c.
Frosh-Soph teams not to exceed five inches.

506-2
The manager of a sport will be awarded a regular letter with a small "m" for the activity managed.

506-3
Yell leaders will be awarded letters not to exceed eight inches on megaphone backgrounds.

506-4
Either chenille or felt letters, certificates or plaques may be awarded.

506-5
Emblems designating athletic activities may be worn attached to award letters. Such emblems must not extend beyond the boundaries of the letter.  The word "Champs" or a similar designation is not an emblem and is not permitted on any letter awarded by a high school.

506-6
Stars. (Non-Varsity Competition)

a.
Participation.  A star, permanently attached to a letter, may be worn for each year an athlete wins a letter in a particular sport in other than Varsity competition (i.e. J.V., B, C, Frosh-Soph).  Stars may be worn only on a letter awarded for the same sport and class for which the star was awarded.

b.
Team Captain.  A star two inches in diameter may be worn only by the captain of the team.  This star shall be worn on the left sleeve three inches below the shoulder seam.  This star may be worn only with the letter awarded for the sport of which the student was elected captain -- that is, the student who was elected captain of the Class "B" team may not wear the captain's star with a Class "A" letter unless the student has also been the captain of a Class "A" team.

506-7
In the event a Class "A" letter is worn on a legal jacket for which sleeve stripes are impractical, one bar not to exceed 1/4 inch in width may be worn diagonally across a portion of the letter for each year a letter has been won. Such bars may be worn on a letter attached to a sweater.

506-8
Whenever piping or other device is used to accentuate an award letter, the over-all dimensions, including such piping, shall not exceed the prescribed dimensions for the letter.

506-9
Letterperson sweaters must be of appropriate style. The length of the sweater shall not extend below the second finger joints of the wearer when the hands and arms are hanging naturally at the sides.

507
STRIPES (Varsity Competition Only)

507-1
Stripes designate the number of years on a Varsity team and may be worn only by a Varsity letterperson and a Varsity manager in the activity specified.

507-2
A stripe may be worn for each year in which a student is awarded a letter in a particular Varsity sport. It is permissible for students to obtain sweaters with more stripes than they are currently entitled to wear provided the additional stripes are covered until the letters indicated thereby have been won. The maximum number of stripes may not exceed the number of letters given in any given sport.

508
LETTERS FROM OTHER SCHOOLS
No student shall be allowed to wear a letter not awarded by the school in which the student is legally enrolled.

509
PENALTY FOR ILLEGAL LETTERS
If a student wears or displays an award letter, stripe, or emblem, etc., not complying with standard specifications, the student becomes ineligible for interscholastic athletics until reinstated by the Interscholastic Athletics Committee.

510
GOLD SPORTS CHARMS, SWEATERS, LETTER JACKETS, ETC.
No individual high school may present, but may sanction, the presentation of any medal, gold sports charm, sweater, jacket, or any other gift of intrinsic or sentimental value to its letterpersons.  Schools may award letters, emblems, certificates or plaques. (The CIF limits to $100 the total value of an award for high school competition, derived from any source, or $250 for league, section and State CIF playoff competition.  See CIF Rule 802, [IAC Rule 517 in this chapter]).

511
LEAGUE TROPHIES
511-1
An individual league may purchase a perpetual trophy to be awarded to the winner of the championship in any given sport. If desired, this trophy may become the property of the school which wins it three times. The cost of such a trophy should be pro-rated among the member schools of the league. The trophy shall not exceed 18-1/2 inches in height. The plaque shall not exceed 10 inches by 14 inches. 

511-2
An individual league may purchase an annual trophy or plaque to be awarded to the winner of the championship team in any given sport. This trophy or plaque shall be retained by the winning school. The cost of such a trophy or plaque shall be pro-rated among the member schools of the league. The trophy shall not exceed l4-1/2 inches in height. The plaque shall not exceed 9 inches by 12 inches.

512
LEAGUE MEET AWARDS
512-1
Awards may be given to place winners, including all members on relay teams, in the finals of the league meets in track, swimming, gymnastics, and wrestling as follows:

First

.... Trophy, Gold Medal, Blue Ribbon or Plaque

Second

.... Trophy, Silver Medal, Red Ribbon or Plaque

Third 

.... Trophy, Bronze Medal, White Ribbon or Plaque

Fourth

.... Trophy, Green Bronze Medal, Green Ribbon or Plaque

Fifth

.... Trophy, Brass Medal, Yellow Ribbon or Plaque

Individual leagues shall determine awards to be given and the cost should be pro-rated among the member schools of the league.

512-2
In cross country, as for track, individual awards may be made to the first five to finish and to the members of the first three teams. Awards may be either trophies, medals, ribbons or plaques.

512-3
In all Final League Meets, each pupil tying for a place shall be given an award for the place tied.

Exception:  Track ties are broken by the National Federation Rule Book for Track and Field.

513
AWARDS FOR ALL-CITY ACTIVITIES
Medals or other awards may be awarded in All-City athletic activities in any sport as specifically authorized by the Interscholastic Athletics Committee. If a sport is represented in the city by only one league, no All-City awards will be given.

514
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARD CERTIFICATE
Any school that wishes may present these certificates to their letterpersons, provided that the letterpersons have a "B" average during the current semester, when all subjects taken are considered, and that their citizenship is satisfactory to the administration of the school.  These certificates can be awarded each semester. Therefore, it is possible for one student to earn six certificates within three years or eight certificates in four years.

The Scholar-Athlete Award Certificates may be ordered through the Athletics Office.

515
CHAMPIONSHIP PATCHES
515-1
League and Section championship patches may be purchased for awarding to members of the championship teams, for individuals, as well as team sports in both Varsity and Junior Varsity division.  
515-2
Each school must purchase these patches through its student body funds.

516
CHAMPIONSHIP PERPETUAL TROPHIES
516-1
Perpetual sports trophies have been donated (in some cases.)

516-2
The championship team shall retain the trophy from the time of presentation until the finals for that event are held the following year.

516-3
The trophy becomes the complete responsibility of that school.  Any loss or damage to the trophy must be reported immediately to the Athletics Office.

516-4
The engraving cost for the championship plate is the responsibility of the winning school.

516-5
It will be the responsibility of the championship school of each preceding year to deliver the trophy (in good condition) to the Athletics Office two days prior to the championship playoff date, with their plate engraved.

517
STUDENT AWARD LIMITATIONS (CIF RULE 802)
A.
A high school student may not receive, from any and all sources, athletic awards totaling more than $100.00 in value for:

(1)
Accomplishments in any regular season CIF high school competition event;

NOTE: Typical examples of a “regular season CIF high school competition event” include, but are not limited to, any non-league dual contest, league dual contest and/or individual tournaments held prior to any season-culminating League, Section, Region and/or State Playoff competition.

(2)
A recognition award program, such as “Player of the Week”/“Month,” for any regular season CIF high school competition.

B.
A high school student may not receive, from any and all sources, athletic awards totaling more than $250.00 in value for any post-regular season CIF high school competition or recognition program.

NOTE: For purposes of this Bylaw only, “post-regular season CIF high school competition” includes League, Section, Region and State Playoff competition, and such competition is considered to be one continuous event.
C.
The dollar value of an award shall be determined by the following criteria:

(1)
The retail price paid by the last purchaser in the acquisition of the award;

(2)
If the host school or League purchases the award, the retail price paid by the host school or League;

(3)
If the award is donated by another entity, the retail price paid by or cost to that entity, exclusive of engraving.

D.
Such award cannot be cash, a gift certificate, or merchandise alone. It may be merchandise, badge, medal, plaque, ribbon, picture, certificate, or trophy, if it is suitably engraved or designated as an award.
E. In the event a student accepts athletic awards in excess of the respective $100.00 and/or $250.00 value(s) stated above, and he/she or his/her parent(s)/legal guardian/caregiver does not pay the excess amount(s), the student becomes ineligible for further CIF high school competition and shall be penalized according to Bylaw 400.
(Revised May 2004 Federated Council)

518
CONTRIBUTIONS (CIF RULE 803)
A. No entity including, but not limited to booster clubs, individual or corporate donors, school districts, and leagues, may contribute anything in order to make it possible to give an award exceeding the $100.00 or $250.00 value.

B. Awards exceeding the $100.00 and $250.00 values may not be held and given to the student after the student graduates.

519
EQUAL VALUE OF AWARDS (State CIF Rule 804)
Whenever a CIF athletic event is conducted for girls' teams and boys' teams in the same sport, awards of equal value for boys' competition and girls' competition shall be provided at each equivalent event of competition.  Such awards need not be identical.  The value of awards for Junior Varsity or other level of competition need not be the same as for Varsity, but at each level of competition awards for girls and boys should be of equal value.
520
TEAM GPA AWARDS


As of 2009, the Interscholastic Athletic Committee approved an award for the varsity team in each sport, boys’ and girls’,  whose team members accumulate the highest grade point average amongst all schools in the CIF Los Angeles City Section.   Schools are to submit the appropriate paperwork, to be verified and signed by the principal.   The award is presented to the schools at an IAC meeting after each season. 
5
80

