
SECTION XII:  GOLF (Boys’ and Girls’)

1201
RULES
The official Golf Rules of the United States Golf Association shall govern matches when not in conflict with rules of the CIF Los Angeles City Section.

NOTE:  Many rules elsewhere in this book apply to golf.

1201-1
Golf is considered a team sport.

1201-2
To be eligible for league play, a school must field a complete team of players.
1201-3
A roster of seven members is recommended, with five members as the minimum.

1201-4
If a girl is a member of the “Student Team” in the spring because there is no Girls’ Team at the school, she will be allowed to compete for the Girls’ Individual Championship in the fall, provided she meets all eligibility requirements.

1202
GOLF ETIQUETTE
1202-1
All schools are reminded that the players are visitors at the various clubs and they should be especially careful to observe golf etiquette to the letter and also conduct themselves in a quiet and polite manner before, during, and after the matches.  It is the responsibility of the Golf Coach to ensure that each member of the team is aware of and adheres to the following rules of etiquette:

Adhere rigidly to all LOCAL golf course rules.

Allow club members and faster players to pass through at all times.

Replace divots on fairways and repair ball marks on the greens.

Do not walk needlessly in bunkers.

Do not play a shot if there is danger in hitting into players ahead.

Do not throw clubs at any time.

Do not play, strike, or throw ball, off the green, after holing out.

Do not swear or use offensive language.

Do not smoke, while going to and from the course or while on the course.

Do not wager in connection with golf.

Strive to be a sportsperson and athlete in conduct at all times, not only in dress and appearance.

Violation of these rules shall be deemed cause for the suspension of the player's privileges for the current season.

1202-2
The expected behavior of all golfers during League and City Meets is as follows:

a) There will be no profanity or smoking allowed.  (See penalty below.)

b) There will be no club throwing.  (See penalty below.)

c) There will be no driving around in the parking lot of the course after the match.

d) Players are to be reminded that they represent themselves, their school and the District.

e) Players will be disqualified for signing an incorrect scorecard.  (Mistakes in addition will not be penalized.)  Individual hole scores must be accurate.  HONESTY during golf matches is expected at all times.

f) Players should assist other players in looking for lost balls.  Adhere to golf rules for lost balls and out-of-bounds rulings.

Penalty for a and b above (order of enforcement)

A)  League

B)   City

1.   Warning*




1.   Two stroke penalty

2.   Two stroke penalty



2.   Disqualification

3.   Disqualification

    *League opponents must indicate on the scorecard that a warning was given.

1202-3
Attire

a) Shorts of any color are allowed, with appropriate length.

b) No blue jeans (pants or shorts), sweat pants or sweat shorts, or cargo pants/shorts are allowed.

c) A shirt with a collar is required (includes turtlenecks).

d) All players must wear golf shoes (soft spikes or metal spikes as approved by specific golf course), or tennis shoes.

If there is any infraction of the above rules regarding attire, the athlete will not be allowed to play unless the attire is corrected, or the athlete will be disqualified.  It is the responsibility of the coach to check the players’ attire at all matches.

1203
LEAGUE PLAY (DUAL MATCHES)
1203-1
Team
Each team shall consist of up to seven players. 

1203-2
Playing and Scoring
1)
Practice and league play shall be stroke play.

2)
Scoring:  Each team will count its lowest five scores.  The team with the lowest total score will be declared the winner.

3)
No handicapping shall be used unless agreed upon unanimously by the league.

1203-3
Match Times

It is recommended that no dual meet contest begin prior to 1:30 p.m., and that the official length of a contest be nine holes.  Principal’s approval will be required of all schools participating in dual meet matches that are scheduled to begin prior to 1:30 p.m.
1203-4
Final Standing

1) League Champion:  The team finishing with the best won-loss record will be designated the League Champion.

2)
Ties:  If there are two or more teams tied for the league championship at the end of the regular league schedule, they will be declared co-champions.
1204
CADDIES
Contestants in golf are not permitted to use caddies or mechanical carts, unless specifically granted by the Director of Interscholastic Athletics.

1205
ALL-LEAGUE TOURNAMENT
1205-1
Each school shall be represented by a team composed of five to seven players.

1205-2
The team with the lowest five scores will be declared the All-League Tournament winner. 

1205-3
Play shall be stroke play, the aggregate scores of five players being the team score.  The lowest team score shall be declared the All-League Tournament winner.

1205-4
The above provisions should not preclude an individual from a league school from entering the tournament and competing for individual honors, whether or not his/her school is represented by a team. 

1205-5
A player must participate in a minimum of two league matches to qualify for the league tournament or the all-city tournament (if there is no league qualifying tournament.)

1206 ALL-CITY TOURNAMENT

BOYS’ or STUDENT TEAM
1206-1
An All-City Golf Tournament shall be held only when sanctioned by the Interscholastic Athletics 
Committee.

1206-2
The teams shall be composed of six players with stroke play for 36 holes to determine the City Champion Team.  The team with the lowest five scores each day shall be determined the City Champion Team.  At-large qualifiers will also play at this time to determine their status as to the individual championship.

1206-3
Any player whose coach or school designee is not present at the designated report time will be disqualified from competition.  If it is not the coach who attends, but a school designee, the person must meet Title V (current CPR and First Aid requirements).  The school must notify the Athletics Office with the name of the designee at least 48 hours prior to the City Championship date.

1206-4
The following additional rules and procedures will be in place:

d) The qualifying boys’ score for City entry is 14 over par for eighteen holes or 7 over par for nine holes.  The qualifying girls’ score for City is an average of 15 over par for nine holes.

d) Players who qualify for the first day but not the second day will not be allowed to play on the second day, and should stay in school.

d) The Boys’ Team Championship will be determined by the top five players’ total of the first day, and the top five players’ total of the second day (can be different players).  The Girls’ Team Championship will be determined by the top five players’ total score for eighteen holes.

d) The order of tie-breaking will be:

d) Back nine total

d) Front nine total

d) Last six holes

d) Last three holes

d) Coaches must act as scorekeepers.  Coaches will NOT be allowed to play, as scoring will be the main responsibility.  Any player whose coach (or school designee as outlined in 1206-3) is not present at the designated report time will be disqualified from competition.

d) Coaches will be held responsible for enforcing the following rules:

1. 
Cheating will not be tolerated.

d) Players will be disqualified for signing an incorrect scorecard.  (Mistakes in addition will not be penalized.  Individual hole scores must be accurate.)

d) Giving advice within a group will not be allowed.

d) No electronic devices (cell phones, pagers, “I-Pods” “Walkmans”, etc.) will be allowed on courses.  (Penalty:  Disqualification.)
g)
Practice at the course site of the City Championship Tournament between rounds of play is prohibited for all participants.  (Penalty: Disqualification.)
GIRLS’ TEAM

1206-5
In the Girls’ Championship, a team with qualifying scores shall be composed of at least five players and up to six, with stroke play for eighteen holes to determine the City Championship Team.  The team with the lowest five scores shall be declared the City Championship Team.  At-large competitors can also play at this time to determine their status as to the individual champion.
1207
CIF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL TOURNAMENT 

1207-1
The City Champion Team plus the runner-up team will represent the CIF Los Angeles City Section at the Southern California Regional Golf Tournament.
1207-2
Individual participants to the above tournament will be selected from the City Championship Tournament. 

1207-3
Players who qualify as an individual and are also on a team that qualifies must play as a team member.

1207-4 Players must participate in the All-City Tournament to be eligible, either as a team member or as an individual.

1208
NUMBER OF GOLF MATCHES

A golf team will be permitted to schedule and play no more than 16 team matches, not including the All-League, All-City, and Southern California Regional Tournaments.  Any inter-school golf competition will be considered as one of the permitted number of team matches.  No dual matches will be allowed after the All-League Tournament.  Schools must submit Boys’ or Student golf schedules to the League Manager by December 18th of each year; Girls’ golf schedules must be submitted by June 15th of each year.

Each athlete is allowed to participate in six invitational tournaments.  Please see the Appendix for additional information regarding tournament participation.

1209
OUTSIDE AMATEUR COMPETITION
During the school year, a high school golfer may compete in outside amateur competition if he/she will not accept any award in violation of the State CIF Awards Rule (in excess of one hundred dollars).

1210
JV COMPETITION (EXHIBITION)
As per CIF rules, “Exhibition” competition (such as, but not limited to, 5th quarter, open lane, and open court competition) involving CIF member schools may be allowed as an adjunct to regulation CIF competition, provided that:

D. Duly-appointed coaches (as specified by Bylaw 506) …are present and supervising the activity; AND

D. Such contests count toward the competing individual’s allowable maximum number of contests; AND

D. Participants in such competition shall not compete in any regulation CIF competition in the same sport during the same day or event; AND

D. Participants in such competition represent their own school of enrollment (i.e., competition on a “rainbow” team and/or a team made up of students representing two or more schools is prohibited); AND

D. Written permission is granted for such competition by the principals of all schools involved; AND

D. Participants in such competition meet all eligibility requirements of the State CIF, CIF Section, and League.

1210-1
A JV golf schedule is optional for each school.

1210-2
JV matches will be scheduled so as not to interfere with the school program.  Nine-hole matches are suggested.

1210-3
A golfer may not compete in both JV and a Varsity match during the same week. 

1211
COACHES’ MEETING
Attendance at the pre-season coaches’ meeting is mandatory for at least one representative from the paid [golf] coaching staff of each school.  If the school is not represented at the meeting by a paid [golf] coach, athletic director or assistant principal, the head coach of that sport will be restricted from coaching in, and being present at the first contest of the season, not including tournaments. Attendance at the meeting constitutes being present at the beginning of the meeting, and staying until its completion.

Golf leagues and schedules will be formulated by the coaches at this meeting

1212
PREVIEW SCREENING
Ten days of screening are allotted for each sport.  The ten days of screening time can be done at any time during the school year.  These time periods will be determined by each school, and will be documented prior to the season of sport.  Coaches will be held accountable for filing the signed form with the school athletic director prior to the first screening date.  Any exceptions to the documented time period must be cleared through the school athletic director.  Upon receipt of an inquiry form from the Athletics Office or any school regarding a given school’s screening period, the school will be required to produce the signed form.  If there is a discrepancy in the documented screening time, or if the form has not been filed, in-season practice will be suspended for each day of unauthorized screening.  (See IAC Rule 116 for additional information.)  Coaches must have an Emergency Card for all students participating in preview screening.
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