APPENDIX F:  RECOMMENDED GUIDELINES FOR ATHLETIC CONTESTS IN PROGRESS
It is in the interest of all concerned that every attempt be made to have athletic contests start and finish as scheduled.  Completed games prevent problems with supervision, crowd control and team control.

It is recognized that there are times when extenuating circumstances change the normal pattern of a contest and some measures may need to be taken to alter the contest.  Rules of many sports provide a means to help solve these circumstances by:

1.

Shortening the time of the quarters

2.

Use of running time


3.
Setting time limit for the contest

4. Mutual agreement to play minimum complete game requirement

Note:  In some cases, the rules of the sport may not allow a modification of game-ending procedures.

The above decisions may be used when mutual agreement of the two teams and officials has been established, and if the NFHS or the rules of the governing body of the sport allow.   All the above alternates must be considered before a contest is forfeited, cancelled, or stopped.

Before a contest is forfeited (unless by the rules of the game), cancelled or stopped, the administrators in charge are to meet with game officials to assess the circumstances and make a mutual final decision.  (When assessing the circumstances, the administrator should meet with his/her coach.  In the event that a mutual decision cannot be made, the final decision should be made by the administrator of the team who is losing the contest.)  If there are player injuries and a medical attendant is present, his/her recommendations should be considered in arriving at a decision.

If the decision is to forfeit, cancel or stop the game, the following guidelines must be followed:

1.

Only administrators may forfeit, cancel or stop contests, unless there are provisions for such in the rules of the game.

2.

The decision must be in compliance with Appendix G (Rained Out or Postponed Contests) Rules and Regulations Governing Interscholastic Athletics 

3.

Where possible, the contest should be stopped at the half, the quarter or between innings and not during the progress of the game.

4.

A public address announcement will be made informing the spectators as follows:

a.
All supervisory personnel, police, and security will be notified of the decision.

b.
A public address announcement will be made informing the spectators as follows:

(1)
The contest is forfeited, cancelled, or stopped, and the reason

(2)
The plan for crowd dispersal
(3)
The refund procedure

a.
No refund if half the contest is played because this would be considered a complete game.
b.
If refund is necessary, issue ticket for another contest or use ticket to refund money at a later date.

5.
The Administrator and the Director of Interscholastic Athletics (if a playoff contest) must be notified as soon as possible following the termination of the contest.  
