SECTION XV:  SOCCER
1501
RULES
The official Soccer rules of the National Federation of State High School Associations shall govern all contests when not to conflict with rules of the CIF Los Angeles City Section.

1502
PRACTICE
1502-1
Schools are not authorized to conduct after-school practice using stadium lights without the prior approval from the Athletics Office.

1502-2
The number of allowable non-league matches will be determined by the number of teams in each league, but the total number of matches cannot exceed 13, excluding playoff contests.  Refer to current league schedules.  In addition, one alumni contest is permitted during the season.  No CIF contests can be played on Sunday.

1503
LINE-UP CARDS
It is required that there be an exchange of line-up cards which will include the names and numbers of all players before each contest.  In addition, the Line-Up Card must be provided by each coach to the referee prior to the start of the game.  The referee will return the Line-Up Cards to the home school administrator at the conclusion of the game.  The Line-Up Card(s) will be kept on file at the home school.

1504
PLAYER CONDUCT
The Los Angeles City Section has adopted the National Federation's suggested procedures regarding Yellow and Red Cards. A player receiving a Yellow Card must be removed from the game for the next five playing minutes. A player receiving a Red Card must be removed from the remainder of that game and must be suspended from participation in the next regularly scheduled game.  A player receiving a “yellow/red” card, must be removed from the game and must be suspended from participation in the next contest, however, the player may be replaced by a substitute.  See IAC Rule 242 for additional penalties for multiple ejections.  If the ejection occurs during the last contest of the season, the penalty will carry-over to the athlete’s next season.

Note: When a player receives two yellow cards in the same game, the penalty is the same as having received a red card.

1505
JUNIOR VARSITY SOCCER
The Junior Varsity match (if both teams have junior varsity teams) will be played in 25 minute halves.  (The rule regarding sunset will apply in this situation.)  Names of players on the Junior Varsity team must be submitted on a Certificate of Eligibility.  Players must be designated as either a Varsity or a Junior Varsity player by the date the Eligibility Rosters are due into the Athletics Office.  Prior to this date, players can move between the Varsity and the Junior Varsity team, but can only play one level on any given day.  While the varsity game is being played, if the junior varsity team needs to warm-up, this should be done behind that team’s own goal (not the opponent’s goal), if no other place is available.
1506
DATES FOR OUTSIDE COMPETITION


As per CIF rules, during the high school soccer season, a student on a high school soccer team becomes ineligible if the student competes in a contest on an “outside” soccer team during the student’s high school season of sport.  (See IAC Rule 240 regarding penalty for infraction of this rule.)

1507
CHAMPIONSHIP PLAYOFFS
1507-1
Seeding Meeting:  The Seeding Committee for the All-City Soccer Championships will be the league representative or a soccer coach from each league, a representative from the Athletics Office, and representation from IAC.  (As per Soccer Advisory Committee.).

The format for the Boys’ Soccer playoffs (other than the Small Schools Division) will be a 32 team tournament, which will include a Championship Game and a 3rd/4th Place Game.  The format for the Girls’ Soccer playoffs will be determined prior to the 2009-10 season.   See Soccer Playoff Bulletin for additional information regarding playoff entry.

1507-2
Soccer Balls:
Each school in the playoffs will be responsible for providing legal game balls and a suitable number for each game.  Note:  Molten will be the official game ball for the playoffs. It is recommended that at least three game balls be available.  The home team must check with the visiting team to be sure three game balls are available.

1507-3
Awards: The Interscholastic Athletics Committee will present a team award to the Champion and Runner-up, and individual awards (22) to the Champion and Runner-up, as well as a team award and individual trophies to the participants in the boys’ 3rd/4th place game.

1507-4
Participating schools will set up their own supervision.

1507-5
Announcer:  Home schools will provide the game announcer for all playoffs, including specific information regarding the duties and responsibilities of the announcer.

1507-6
Officials: The Athletics Office will assign officials for all playoff games, through the Soccer Officials’ Units. The home school will pay officials (except for the Finals.)

1507-7
Expenses:  Participating schools are responsible for all expenses incurred in the first three rounds. IAC will reimburse schools for expenses in the semi-final round, provided admission is charged.

1507-8
Tie Games:  During the soccer playoffs (including the Championship), the "SUGGESTIONS FOR PROGRESSION" as it appears in the National Federation Soccer Rule Book will be used.  Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 will be used.

1507-9
Championship Game:  The championship game is to be played at a neutral site.

Note: Once the playoffs begin, no team, or individual who represents a school, may practice at any playoff site.  Schools/individuals may continue to practice at their regular home site.

1508
COACHES’ MEETING
Attendance at the pre-season coaches’ meeting is mandatory for at least one representative from the paid coaching staff of each school.  If the school is not represented at the meeting by a paid coach, athletic director or assistant principal, the head coach of that sport will be restricted from coaching in, and being present at the first contest of the season, not including tournaments. Attendance at the meeting constitutes being present at the beginning of the meeting, and staying until its completion.

1509
SOCCER PLAYING FIELDS

As per National Federation Soccer rules, the field of play shall be rectangular, 100 to 120 yards long and 55 to 75 yards wide.  The following minimum dimensions are recommended for high schools: 110 yards X 65 yards.

At those school sites where a primary and secondary field exist and the school wishes to play on the secondary field, if requested, a certification must be submitted to the Athletics Office by the principal or principal’s designee verifying that the secondary field meets the standards “recommended” for a high school soccer field, including the implementation of the obstruction rule.

If a secondary field is to be used as the playing field, the opposing school must be notified prior to the start of the season.  For playoff contests, opponents must be notified in a timely manner, but not later than one day in advance of the contest.

1510
GUIDELINES FOR SOCCER GAME MANAGEMENT
As per IAC action during the 1997-98 school year, the following pertinent guidelines regarding game management will be in effect:

1)
Soccer must be recognized as a “major” sport, and supervised accordingly.

2)
The soccer game must be treated with respect, by securing the area so that the game can be played without distractions.

3)
The “Team Area” must be marked, for the home team as well as the visitors.

4)
Spectator areas must be roped off or kept separate by other means.

5)
Administrator or designated supervisor must be reminded of management responsibilities 
including, but not limited to crowd control, sideline control, and coaching ethics.

6)
The soccer game will not start until the Home School administrator or designee is present.  If a change of administrator is necessary during the course of the game, the head referee must be notified of the change.

7)
If a report of misconduct is received in the Athletics Office, a conference must be conducted by school personnel, and a follow-up letter sent to the Athletics Office by the supervising administrator.

1511
OFFICIAL NATIONAL FEDERATION AUTHENTICATION MARK
Only balls with the National Federation mark may be used in the sports of baseball, basketball, field hockey, football, lacrosse, soccer, softball, volleyball and water polo.

1512
SANCTIONED TOURNAMENTS
1512-1
No changes will be made in the current soccer schedule to accommodate tournaments.

1512-2
Each school may enter a maximum of three tournaments (four for seven-team leagues, unless the school used the option of one additional practice game.)

1512-3
Tournament participation is allowed during the winter break.  However, no CIF competition is allowed on Sundays.

1512-4
Practice sessions during winter vacation may not exceed two hours each day practice is held.

1512-5
The host school is responsible for all supervision, staffing, finances, officials, and conduct of all players and coaches.  All sanctioned tournaments must use high school certified officials. 

1512-6
In all tournaments sanctioned by the CIF Los Angeles City Section, it should be clearly understood that the total responsibility for all phases of the sanctioned tournament should be the home school.  This includes transportation, finances, supervision, etc.

1512-7
Sanction may be given by the Athletics Office in accordance with existing guidelines.  If there are special problems, they will be referred to the Games Committee.

1512-8
Requests to host a sanctioned tournament must be in the Athletics Office 60 days prior to the tournament.

1512-9
Bus Transportation will not be provided for sanctioned tournament events.

Please see additional information regarding tournament participation requirements in the Appendix.

1513
PREVIEW SCREENING
Ten days of screening are allotted for each sport.  The ten days of screening time can be done at any time during the school year.  These time periods will be determined by each school, and will be documented prior to the season of sport.  Coaches will be held accountable for filing the signed form with the school athletic director prior to the first screening date.  Any exceptions to the documented time period must be cleared through the school athletic director.  Upon receipt of an inquiry form from the Athletics Office or any school regarding a given school’s screening period, the school will be required to produce the signed form.  If there is a discrepancy in the documented screening time, or if the form has not been filed, in-season practice will be suspended for each day of unauthorized screening.  (See IAC Rule 116 for additional information.)  Note:  No District transportation is provided for screening that takes place at off-campus sites outside the season of sport.  
Coaches must have an Emergency Card for all students participating in preview screening.

1514
MAXIMUM NUMBER OF CONTESTS

The maximum number of contests that can be played by any school is twenty-two, with the exception of post-season playoffs.  Based on a six-team league, this includes ten league contests, three non-league contests, and the charged number of contests for invitational of tournament participation.  The number of league and non-league games will vary based on the number of teams in a league; however, in no case can a school exceed the maximum of 22 contests.  Refer to Appendix I for the number of contests charged in a tournament.
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