
SECTION VI:  BUS TRANSPORTATION

          (For LAUSD Schools Only)
To provide the maximum number of buses for athletic purposes with a minimum of interruption to school schedules, it is necessary to regulate the travel of LAUSD teams as set forth below.  These regulations are intended to assist the Transportation Branch in providing buses to leave the schools on athletic trips as late as possible, consistent with school-to-home transportation requirements.

601
BASIC POLICY
One bus will be furnished to transport visiting athletic teams on each date athletic contests are scheduled by the Athletics Office.  No buses are provided for tournaments scheduled by school personnel.  Schools are encouraged, and in some cases will be required, to send more than one team on the same bus if both sports’ teams are traveling to the same opponent’s site, or to “shuttle” different teams when possible.
Spectators and/or non-participating athletes that are not members of the team are not authorized to ride the team bus.

602
CHANGES IN SCHEDULE
When a change in schedule is made as authorized in Rule 108-2, the proper application should be made to the Transportation Branch at least one week in advance of the contest in order to ensure the availability of a bus.

603
TYPE AND CLASS OF TEAM SPECIFIED

On every application for an athletic trip, the Transportation Branch must know the classification and kind of a team to be transported; that is, football, basketball, baseball, cross country, and Class A, JV, or Frosh-Soph team.

604
ATHLETES MUST RIDE BUSES
604-1
When a bus is furnished to transport athletic teams to contests, only those participants traveling by bus will be eligible to compete.  Students assigned to bus travel must return by bus.  Travel by private car is not permitted unless specifically approved in writing by the principal/designee of the school and must be done prior to the event.  This notification may need to be made available to opposing school, if requested.  If there are any students that have been approved to take private transportation, the team coach or other supervisory personnel from the sending school must arrive at the playing site at the same time or prior to, the student athletes.  In LAUSD, if a student does not travel by the bus provided and has not received prior permission in writing from the principal/designee, and subsequently participates in the contest, the student shall be considered an ineligible athlete, and forfeiture rules will apply.
604-2
This rule may be waived during the City playoffs and championships, if the need for private transportation is the result of involvement in the college entrance tests.  (See Rule 604.1 above.)

604-3
Effective on all school buses operated by or for the Los Angeles Unified School District, no pupil shall be permitted to leave a bus between home and school except for a non-recurring emergency.  Such activities as regular Scout meetings, music lessons, etc., are not sufficient reasons for exceptions to this rule.  Any exceptions shall be approved in writing by the individual school principal.
605
BUSES FOR FOOTBALL
605-1
The Transportation Branch will attempt, wherever needed, to furnish a large bus to hold from 60 to 70 approved students.  It will be the policy, except in unusual circumstances, to furnish one team bus for any school for football on any one day.  All requests exceeding the one bus rule must be referred to the Director of Interscholastic Athletics, with reasons for the exception.

This request must be received by the Director of Interscholastic Athletics before asking Transportation for the second bus.  Schools are encouraged, and in some cases will be required, to utilize one bus to shuttle both the Frosh/Soph team and the Varsity team when a double-header is played, and when  geographically possible.  The Frosh/Soph team will be required to board the bus for the return to the home school no later than the start of half-time of the varsity football game.

605-2
Consideration will be given, whenever buses are available, to allow a total of two buses for band and/or drill teams, it being understood that such requests for these must be in the hands of the Transportation Branch at least one week prior to the date on which the buses are needed. If the requests exceed the ability to furnish buses, these will be handled on the basis of order of receipt.

606
SUPERVISION ON ATHLETIC TRIPS
Supervisory personnel at all CIF Los Angeles City Section member schools must accompany students while traveling to all athletic events.  For LAUSD, a district employee is to supervise all district approved trips.  Supervisory personnel must be on the bus before team members are allowed to board the bus.
607
PRACTICE BUSES
Consideration will be given only in exceptional cases for bus transportation to move teams for practice purposes to distant, non-school recreational grounds.  Requests must be submitted to the Director of Interscholastic Athletics.

608
TRANSPORTATION FOR INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC TEAMS
Transportation of interscholastic athletic teams to contests shall be by school bus, contract bus, or other recognized public carriers, in accordance with rules and regulations of the Los Angeles Unified School District, except as otherwise approved by the Athletics Office.  In some situations, such as during playoffs, the use of a bus may not be required or requested.  Schools must follow all District procedures regarding transporting students to/from a school activity.

Schools are encouraged, and in some cases will be required, to send more than one team on the same bus if both sports’ teams are traveling to the same opponent’s site.

Bus transportation for games scheduled on Saturdays will not be paid through the District transportation budget without prior approval from the Athletics Office.

609
DELAYED BUS
In case of a delayed bus, a team will have a 20-minute warm-up after arrival.
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